U. 8. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
100 Bluestone Road -
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000

Mzr. Chris Blanchard .
President

Performance Coal Company
P. O. Box 69

Naoma, WV 25140

Dear Mine Operator:

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CFR 75, Upper
Big Branch Mine-South, 1.D. No. 46-08436, Performance
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plan received by MSHA on
January 19, 2010, and resubmitted on February 12, 2010, for the subject mine. The
proposed revision shows the LBB # 5 longwall panel in six phases: Phase one shows the
current ventilation; Phase two shows installing and removing of ventilation controls to
mine LBB #5 Headgate panel; Phase three shows the development of LBB Crossover;
Phase four shows installing and removing ventilation controls to set up the longwall;
Phase five shows the ventilation changes to start the longwall; and Phase six shows
installing and removing ventilation controls to establish EP-14 and EP-15 after the
completion of mining on the longwall panel.

The revision is approved and will be made a part of the approved ventilation plan for
this mine. This approval is limited to the requested changes as described in the submittal
letter and shown on the attached maps.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Ventilation
Department at (304) 877-3900/ Ext. 142.

Sincerely,

of REVIImET o gy g s
el RUZERT G HARDE AR

Ch

Robert G. Hardman
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4

cc: Mt. Hope Field Office
Inspector

Field Office Supervisor - .
Files/nlc EUPERVISORY ACKMNOWAEDGEMENT
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3. Departmanl of Labor Mine Safzty and Health Adminisiration
100 Bluestone Road
Mount Hope, WV 25880-1000
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Mr. Chris Blanchard
President

Performance Coal Company
P. O. Box 69

Naoma, WV 25140

Dear Mine Operator:

Subject: Mine Ventilation Plan, Section 75.370, 30 CFR 75, Upper
Big Branch Mine-South, I.D. No. 46-08436, Performance
Coal Company, Montcoal, Raleigh County, West Virginia

This will acknowledge receipt of a revision to the ventilation plan received by MSHA on
January 19, 2010, and resubmitted on February 12, 2010, for the subject mine. The
proposed revision shows the LBB # 5 longwall panel in six phases: Phase one shows the
current ventilation; Phase two shows installing and removing of ventilation controls to
mine LBB #5 Headgate panel; Phase three shows the development of LBB Crossover;
Phase four shows installing and removing ventilation controls to set up the longwall;
Phase five shows the ventilation changes to start the longwall; and Phase six shows
installing and removing ventilation controls to establish EP-14 and EP-15 after the
completion of mining on the longwall panel.

The revision is approved and will be made a part of the approved ventilation plan for
this mine. This approval is limited to the requested changes as described in the submittal
letter and shown on the attached maps.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Ventilation
Department at (304) 877-3900/ Ext. 142,
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Robert G. Hardman
District Manager
Coal Mine Safety and Health, District 4




) Performance Coal Company

P.O. Box 69 Naoma, WV 25140

February 5, 2010

Mr. Robert G. Hardman

Mine Safety and Health Administration MOUN¥§?§“; i

100 Bluestone Road T WY

Mount Hope, WV 25880 FEB 0 5 2010

Re:  Performance Coal Company RECEIvEp
Upper Big Branch Mine VENTILAT'ON

MSHA ID : 46-08436
State ID: U-3042-92
Ventilation Revision

Dear Sir:

Attached for your review and approval is a revision to Performance Coal Company’s, Upper Big
Branch Mine (46-08436). The revision shows mining in the Lower Big Branch portion of the
mine to establish and retreat a longwall mining section. Longwall mining in this area will not
begin until after the longwall has finished retreating the current panel in the Northern District.
This revision consists of six phases.

Phase one shows the ventilation at the current time.

Phase two depicts the ventilation for mining the LBB #5 Headgate Panel. Intake will be coursed
down the Ellis Mains to LBB 2 #4 and then to LBB#5. Where LBB 244 intersects the Ellis
Mains, a regulator will be installed to allow a portion of the intake air to exit the mine at the
Birchton Portals. The proposed primary and secondary escapeways are also shown on the map.

The phase three map shows the ventilation scheme for mining the LBB Crossover. The
Crossover will be mined once the LBB Headgate Panel has been connected to the Parallel North
Mains.

Phase four shows the ventilation for setting up the longwall. When the longwall is being
installed, entries one and two of the LBB Crossover will be converted to intake airways. Also at
this time, the two rooms driven into the longwall panel off of the tailgate will be supported using
a form of cuttable cribs. A tube will be ran from theses rooms to the tailgate entry to allow the
air within the room to be examined.

Phase five depicts the ventilation scheme for starting the longwall. When the longwall beings
mining, EP’s 9, . and 12 will be activated. Also, EP - LWI1, EP-LW2, MP "A", and MP
"B" will be activated; these EP’s and MP’s will move outby with the longwall face.

5
g-1719



The final phase of the revision, Phase Six, shows the longwall panel completed. At this time the
longwall EP’s and MP’s will be abandoned and the area will be monitored through the use of
EP’s. Proposed EP’s 14 and 15 along with the proposed controls are depicted on the map.

Also included with this submittal is a longwall face sketch, calculations showing resistance and
head loss, a map showing the location of the nodes used for the ventilation calculations, pressure
drop readings, and a map showing the location of the pressure drop readings.

An additional mine map is also included with this submittal. This map shows the entire mine
with proposed intake air readings and actual fan information. The ventilation in the area of the
longwall setup depicts the ventilation when the longwall mining unit, MMU 050-0, begins
retreating the panel (as shown on Phase 5).

There is currently no miner’s representative at the Upper Big Branch Mine. If you have any
questions or concerns feel free to contact me at (304) 854-3516.

Respectfully Submitted,
Performance Coal Company, Inc.

Eric Lilly
Mine Engineer

MSHA
MOUNT H“(, S o ‘nﬂ#lu

FEB 05 2010
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